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flower, yet these perfumes have the common quality of affect-
ing our nose in a pleasant manner, in the same way Hinduism
or Islam or Christianity are called religion because each of
them denotes a definite attitude towards life. Religion is
therefore creative attitude towards life affecting one's con-
duct. In the past every society was separated because of
difficulties of communication and conveyance. Therefore
every society developed certain specific marks of distinction.
Hence, every religion that developed in that society contained
distinctive features. The result was that each religion was
considered separate. Thus the difference found in every reli-
gion was due to the influence of that society living in isola-
tion.

It is a common human folly that it tries to dwell more
upon the ritualistic aspect of religion which is bound to be
different due to the influence of the distinct social atmosphere,
than on the real non-different element present in the religion.
. For example, the peculiar social and geographical conditions
of Europe are different from the social and geographical condi-
tion of the Middle East and the social and geographical con-
ditions of India. To what extent social and geographical
conditions influence religion becomes clear when we find that -
even one religion for example Buddhism assumes distinctive
character in Ceylon, Burma, Indo China, China, Korea and
fcpaxi- The envelope may be identical, but contents are
different.

Even in a single nation one religion develops distinctive
features in course of time, because social conditions change
with the passage of time, For example, let us compare the
Jfinduism of the Vedic period with the Hinduism of the Gupta
period, Moghfcl period and British period. There is nothing
under the son that does not change tyitti the passage of time.
Aid t&e otttwatd forte of religion is no eixceptioa ito it.

If one goes fcy rfie otitwani fbrni of religion,' one   shall